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                    By monitoring the levels of methane leaks or CO2 emissions we are able to assess if the EU environmental policies in place are effective and adapt them accordingly if needed.



                

                            

            
                
                    Copernicus imagery and reference data coupled with EGNOS and Galileo positioning data enable the development of new services and applications that can act as a protective shield to the natural habitats of our planet.

Forests together with oceans are the Earth’s lungs. They provide us with fresh oxygen and purify water and air in addition to being home to thousands of species.  Deforestation, illegal activities such as logging or natural disasters such as wildfires pose a threat to forests and the biodiversity of our planet. Earth Observation (EO) images and in situ data from the Copernicus Land Monitoring Service are used to generate nearly real time forest change maps, that can be of use to national forest inventories and relevant ministries.

Synergies between EO and navigation are key in the preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation of natural disasters. In the unfortunate event of wildfires for instance, it is important to have access to precise and up-to-date information for the delivery of an effective disaster management response. Copernicus can detect active fires, monitor their emissions, and prepare smoke forecasts. The forecasts are used in air quality applications to help people limit their exposure to pollution, and policymakers and local authorities to manage the impact of fires. EGNOS and Galileo support the response and recovery phases of disaster management by providing accurate and reliable positioning when rescue teams need guidance to reach the affected area especially and visibility is reduced due to the fire, smoke, or fog.

At sea, both Copernicus and Galileo are game changers in assisting local authorities enforce existing regulations and measures, such as preventing vessels from remaining at a protected area for a prolonged time. Likewise, Copernicus can track oil spills or maritime incidents such as the recent Suez Canal obstruction and thus contribute to a quicker crisis management. 


Most importantly, data and services deriving from the EU Space Programme are valuable tools at the disposal of Member States and EU policymakers that allow them to develop informed and future-proof environmental policies. By monitoring for example, the increase or decrease in the levels of methane leaks or CO2 emissions we are able to assess if the policies in place are effective and adapt them accordingly if needed. For Europe to become the first climate-neutral continent by 2050, it is going to be an uphill climb, yet EU Space promises to unlock challenges and help the Union step up its game in the fight against climate change. 


Media note: This feature can be republished without charge provided the European Union Agency for the Space Programme (EUSPA) is acknowledged as the source at the top or the bottom of the story. You must request permission before you use any of the photographs on the site. If you republish, we would be grateful if you could link back to the EUSPA website (http://www.euspa.europa.eu).





                    
                

            


    













	 
				Recommended based on your interests

		
	
        
  
  
      
              
      
          [image: Radio beacon shown in a search and rescue operation]
  
  
          World Beacon Day – Galileo continues to help save lives
  
  
          Published: 08 April 2024 

  
  

  
      
          [image: Philippe Bertrand re-elected as Chair of the Security Accreditation Board of the EU Space Programme.]
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				Subscribe to our newsletter

		
	 Surname

 First name *

 Email *


 Country

 Organisation

 Type of Organisation
 Public institution

 Private sector

 Industry

 SME

 Research institution

 Media


Please select one that best describes your business.

 Other
Indicate other organisation

 Choose your Newsletter *
 Watch This Space

 Occasional Press Releases



 Other
Indicate other area


          
      Consent form concerning the treatment of personal data in relation to the online subscription to the EUSPA newsletter
    
        
         According to the legislation on data protection, the treatment of your personal data for the purposes in subject can happen subject to your free, specific, informed and unambiguous consent. The present form aims at collecting such consent in compliance with the applicable laws, taking into particular consideration your rights as data subject.

Complete information as to the processing operations and modalities thereof are contained in the respective privacy statement which we invite you to review.

We draw your attention on the fact that in absence of specific consent to the treatment of personal data in relation to the subscription to a specific newsletter or to the conduct of the satisfaction survey mentioned in the privacy statement, the concerned newsletter or survey will not be made available.

We are also informing you that you have the right to withdraw your consent at any time by sending an e-mail to the following e-mail address com@euspa.europa.eu. In such a case, the issuing of the newsletter or survey will be discontinued.

On the basis of the above we kindly request you to fill in the form below.

 
 I hereby declare my informed consent to the treatment of my personal data with the modalities indicated in the privacy statement for the following purposes:

 
 Establishment of a list of subscribers to the newsletter “Watch This Space” and dispatch of newsletter “Watch This Space” twice a month *
 Yes

 No



 Establishment of a list of subscribers to occasional Press Releases and dispatch of such releases *
 Yes

 No



 Dispatch of a satisfaction survey in order to obtain feedback on the content of the newsletter, once every two years *
 Yes

 No



  



 I have read and understood the terms of the privacy statement. *
 Yes
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